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INFLUENZA 
• Flu Vaccines Key Facts About Seasonal Flu Vaccine | CDC 

 
 

CDC and FDOH Notices 
 

• Travel tips during COVID-19 – Please be advised traveling can 
increase the spread of COVID-19 and the best way to prevent 
transmission is to stay home. 
 

• COVID-19 Travel Recommendations by Destination | CDC 
 

• Highly pathogenic avian influenza A(H5N1) virus has been confirmed 
by the CDC and reported by the Colorado Department of Public 
Health. To find out more about the case click here. 
 

• Updated information on availability and use of treatments for 
outpatients with mild to moderate COVID-19 who are at an increased 
rick for severe outcomes can be found here. 
 

• A cluster of children with hepatitis and adenovirus infection has been 
identified in Alabama with significant liver injury. More information 
and recommendations for adenovirus testing and reporting of 
children with acute hepatitis of unknown etiology can be found here. 
 

• FDOH is currently responding to a large, ongoing outbreak of 
meningococcal disease in Florida. For more disease information and 
vaccine advise click here. 
 

 
 

 

 

Health Advisories, News, and Alerts 

 

Articles and Attachments Included This Month 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/keyfacts.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2022/pdf/CDC_HAN_464.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_511-DM81095&ACSTrackingLabel=HAN%20464%20-%20COCA%20Subscribers&deliveryName=USCDC_511-DM81095
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2022/pdf/CDC_HAN_463.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_511-DM80606&ACSTrackingLabel=HAN%20463%20-%20COCA%20Subscribers&deliveryName=USCDC_511-DM80606
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2022/pdf/CDC_HAN_462.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_511-DM80355&ACSTrackingLabel=HAN%20462%20-%20General%20Public&deliveryName=USCDC_511-DM80355
MCV%20Provider%20Notification%2004.20.22.docx
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April Reportable Disease Summary - Viral Hepatitis 
 

April Reportable Disease Summary - Enteric Infections 
 

Hillsborough and several Florida counties in our region are experiencing an increase in Hepatitis A 
infections. Hillsborough county has reported 12 cases in 2022. Hepatitis A usually spreads when a person 
unknowingly ingests the virus from objects, food, or drinks contaminated by small, undetected amounts of 

stool from an infected person. Hepatitis A can also spread from close personal contact with an infected 
person such as through sex or caring for someone who is ill. 

Please immediately report all cases of Hepatitis A to the Florida Department of Health in 
Hillsborough County Epidemiology Program (813-307-8010) to ensure a prompt public health 

response to prevent disease among close contacts. 
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These vaccine reportable diseases are summarized monthly in the state Vaccine 

Preventable Disease Report, which is available online at: 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/vaccine-preventable-

disease/vaccine-preventable-disease-report-archive.html 

April Reportable Disease Summary - Other Common 
Reportable Infections 

 

April Reportable Disease Summary – Arboviral Infections 

 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/vaccine-preventable-disease/vaccine-preventable-disease-report-archive.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/vaccine-preventable-disease/vaccine-preventable-disease-report-archive.html
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• Frequently Asked Questions and Answers provided by the CDC regarding the spread, 

prevention, testing, contact tracing and vaccinations regarding COVID-19 

 

• COVID-19 Information for Travelers provided by the CDC if you are considering travelling, when 
to delay travel, and travel recommendations by destination. 

• Clinical information for healthcare providers when evaluating patients for possible 2019-nCoV. 
 

• Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for patients with known or patients 

under investigation for COVID-19 in a healthcare setting 

 

• Situation summary of Cases in the US regarding COVID-19 including case trends, demographics, 

and forecasting provided by the CDC. 

 

• GIS Map of Current Cases Worldwide including COVID-19 data broken down by each country 

and in the U.S. provided by Johns Hopkins University. 

 

• Latest News Updates from CDC on 2019-nCoV with a list of resources available. 

Cases of any infection are reported based on the county where the person’s home address is. 

Hillsborough County has reported infections of imported mosquito-borne diseases every year, which 

means the individual was infected while traveling outside of the county In 2021, Hillsborough County 

has reported one infection of dengue fever in an individual who did travel to South America. A 

mosquito-borne illness advisory was issued, and no additional cases were identified. The Florida 

Department of Health releases a weekly arboviral surveillance report that is available here: 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/%5C/diseases-and-conditions/mosquito-borne-

diseases/surveillance.html 

The data in these charts represent the most common reportable diseases investigated by the 

Epidemiology Program.  All of the state’s reportable disease data is available for the public to search 

on FL CHARTS here: http://www.flhealthcharts.com/charts/CommunicableDiseases/default.aspx  To 

build your own search, click on the link for “Reportable Diseases Frequency Report”.  

The case numbers for 2021 are provisional and subject to change until the yearly database is 

closed, usually around April of the following year. Once the numbers are finalized, the state puts 

together a comprehensive Florida Annual Morbidity Statistics Report that details case trends and 

notable outbreak investigations. The report for 2020 and previous years are available at: 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/disease-reporting-and-management/disease-

reporting-and-surveillance/data-and-publications/fl-amsr1.html  

COVID-19 Information & Statistics Worldwide 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.cdc.gov/media/dpk/diseases-and-conditions/coronavirus/coronavirus-2020.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/%5C/diseases-and-conditions/mosquito-borne-diseases/surveillance.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/%5C/diseases-and-conditions/mosquito-borne-diseases/surveillance.html
http://www.flhealthcharts.com/charts/CommunicableDiseases/default.aspx
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/disease-reporting-and-management/disease-reporting-and-surveillance/data-and-publications/fl-amsr1.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/disease-reporting-and-management/disease-reporting-and-surveillance/data-and-publications/fl-amsr1.html
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Flu Trend: 

Stable 

Flu Level:  

 

 

Flu Activity This Season (September 27 – April 30) 
 

• Total Outbreaks: Two outbreaks of influenza or ILI have been 
reported during the 2021-2022 flu season. 

• Total Deaths: Hillsborough County has reported no pediatric 
mortalities in the current flu season. 

• The number of laboratory confirmed influenza cases reported by 
Hillsborough County medical providers has decreased.  

• In week 17, influenza type A made up 94% of reported laboratory 
results.  

For statewide data see the Florida Flu Review. 

 

Hillsborough County COVID-19 Surveillance 

Daily new COVID-19 cases and percent positivity trends in Hillsborough County residents. In the last 30 days cases 

have increased averaging 212 cases per day. Percent positivity has increased to 6.96% as well in the last 30 days. 

Hillsborough county has reported 378,836 cases to date. 

cases as of September 28, 2021. 

Hillsborough County Influenza Report April 2022 

 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/influenza/florida-influenza-surveillance-report-archive/index.html
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Additional notes about data sources and data collection for the charts used in this newsletter: 

Merlin reportable disease database: Merlin serves as the state's repository of reportable disease 

case reports, including automated notification of staff about individual cases of high-priority diseases. 

Access to Merlin is available only to approved Department of Health employees. COVID data is entered 

in Merlin in multiple ways. Data fields associated with Electronic Lab Reports (ELRs) or electronic case 

reports will be auto populated when available. As the data is collected from case investigations the 

Merlin database will be updated. Some data elements, such as deaths and group care associations 

(Jails, LTCFs, and Schools) are reviewed by local and state staff for accuracy. Data within Merlin is 

considered provisional and is subject to change. 

ESSENCE-FL: The Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community-based 

Epidemics (ESSENCE) is a biosurveillance system that collects emergency department chief complaint 

data from participating hospitals and urgent care centers in Florida, call data from the Florida Poison 

Information Center Network, reportable disease data from the Merlin database, and mortality data from 

the Florida Office of Vital Statistics. The objective of this surveillance system is to provide the 

epidemiologist with the data sources and analytic tools needed to identify outbreaks or unusual trends 

more rapidly, leading to a timelier public health response. 

 

Percentage of Urgent Care Center (UCC) and Emergency Department (ED) visits with a discharge diagnosis (DD) 

for influenza (flu) or COVID-like illness (CLI) in Hillsborough County, based on FL-ESSENCE reporting facilities, by 

reporting week. Visits are now above the historical values for flu. 
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